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Sir: 



Certificate of Express Mailing Under 37 CFR § 

1.10 

I hereby certify that this correspondence, and all correspondence referenced 
herein as being enclosed with this correspondence, is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
with a Mailing Label Number listed below in an envelope addressed to 
"Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria VA 22313-1450" with 
sufficient postage on the following 

Express Mail Label No. EL 992172740 US 



date: " fj^t/^bU 1SU0 03 



Signature 




fin** 



Name: SfalU j 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In compliance with Applicant's duty under 37 CFR §1 .56, Applicant hereby 
submits this Information Disclosure Statement filed according to the provisions of 37 
CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

Enclosed herewith is Form PTO-1449 (Modified) which lists various references 
submitted by Applicant for consideration. Also, enclosed herewith are copies of each of 
the references listed in the Form PTO-1449 (Modified). The Examiner is requested to 
review each of the references, indicate that the references were reviewed by initialing 
the Form PTO-1449 (Modified) for each reference, and returning a copy of the initialed 
Form PTO-1449 (Modified) to the Applicant. 

This information disclosure statement is being submitted after three months of 
the filing date of the application and after the first Office action on the merits, but before : 
the mailing of a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that closes the 
prosecution in the application. As such, Applicant: 

Respectfully submits that the each item of information contained herein g 

was first cited in a any communication from a foreign patent office in a 5 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the Z 



filing of this Information Disclosure Statement and respectfully requests 8 
consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR 
§1 .97(c)(1) and (e)(1). 

X Respectfully requests consideration of this Information Disclosure 

Statement under 37 CFR §1 .97(c)(2) and the Commissioner is hereby 
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authorized to withdraw the fee set forth in 37 CFR §1 .1 7(p) from our 
Deposit Account 04-0500. 

In the event that there are fees associated with the filing of these papers, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to withdraw such fees from our Deposit Account 04- 
0500 
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MILLIKEN & COMPANY 
920 Milliken Road, M-495 
Spartanburg, SC 29303 
(864) 503-1160 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIALS 


IDENTIFIER 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 




AA 


6,096,469 


8/1/00 


Anderson et al. 


430 


119 




AB 


6,270,214 


8/7/01 


Smith et al. 


347 


101 


a 


AC 


3,589,906 


06/1971 


McDowell 


96 


87 




AD 


5,372,884 


12/1994 


Abe et al 


428 


331 


- 


AE 


4,397,650 


8/1 983 


Gregorian et al. 


8 


477 




AF 


6,465,078 


10/2002 


Kawai et al. 


428 


195 




AG 


4,027,049 


5/31/77 


Masuda et al. 


427 


19 




AH 


5,709,748 


01/20/98 


Sassa et al. 


118 


262 




Al 


5,770,531 


06/23/98 


Sudduth et al. 


442 


361 




AJ 


6,020,032 


02/01/00 


Ramano Jr. Et al. 


427 


411 




AK 


6,054,399 


04/25/00 


Lebold et al. 


442 


98 




AL 


6,120,888 


09/19/00 


Dolsey et al. 


428 


222 
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Examiner: 


Date Considered: 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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